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nature were premature, and that there would probably
not be for many years any canal with which to be con-
cerned. That was the year when a severe earthquake
struck the isthmus followed by a huge tidal wave. " On
the morning of September 8th, when daylight arose
upon the scene in Colon, it was discovered that a vast
rent crossed the island, from near the substantial stone
freight-sheds of the Panama Railroad Company, right
along the front street to the earthen embankment con-
necting the island with the mainland. Afterwards a
fissure was discovered running along the right bank of
the Chagres. It was traced for about three miles, and
it varied in breadth from several inches to a mere crack,
closing below in abysmal blackness. Work was sus-
pended throughout the Isthmus, and it was some time
before the population recovered from their alarm."
The second catastrophe occurred three years later
when an insurrection broke out against the Columbian
Government.    Colon was sacked and burnt by armed
bodies of filibusters and Jamaica negroes.    Hundreds
of people were killed, and thousands were rendered
homeless.    The rising spread across the isthmus, and
according to contemporary accounts " Panama itself
was spared a similar fate through the promptitude of
the American Admiral, who occupied the place with
500 marines.   But his action was not a moment too
soon.   Barricades had already been erected in the
streets, and had to be carried.    The Plaza was cleared
by a Gatling gun, and quiet was restored before night,
one rebel being killed  and  several  wounded;   but
Aizpuru, the insurgent leader, and three of his staff,
were arrested, and Panama was saved."   It was hinted